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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed January 10*^, 2005, have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Ellis fails to teach the limitation of 
"including a connection to enable retrieval of information from a data broadcasting 
service". The examiner respectfully disagrees. Ellis discloses the step of receiving 
a search query at program guide server located at the television distribution facility 
(i.e. data broadcasting service), and retrieving information from the local databases 
located at the television distribution facility. See figure 2a and [0044]-[0046] in Ellis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 20-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ellis et al. 
(US Pre Grant Pub. 2003/0020744). 

In regards to claim 20, Ellis discloses a search system comprising: 
A plurality of transmitters (12, 15), each for transmitting unique information (program 
guide data and video content programming) related to contents of a program through 
a channel associated with that transmitter (see figure 1, [0006], [0037]); 
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A first receiver (22) for receiving the unique information related to the contents of the 
program transmitted through a predetermined channel (see [0043]), the receiver 
coupled to a search requesting device (input device, 40, used to make search 
request) for sending a search request of the unique information transmitted through 
a channel (uplink channel) other than the predetermined channel (see [0046]- 
[0047]); and 

A search system including 

A second receiver receiving the unique information transmitted by the plurality of 
transmitters through the respective channels and storing such unique information in 
a storage device (56); see [0039], [0044], [0045]. 

A connection to enable retrieval of data from a data broadcasting service (the , 
television distribution facility 17 broadcasts data, therefore is a data broadcasting 
service and further comprises connection to processing circuit and storage device 
for retrieval of information) 

A searching device (54) coupled to the storage system (56) for searching the 
storage system and the data from the data broadcasting service in response to 
receipt of a search request; see [0046] and [0084]. 

A second transmitter for transmitting information to the first receiver in response 
to the search request, such information including information from the data 
broadcasting service (i.e. comprises circuitry for transmitting information to user 
equipments over communications netv^ork. See [0046], [0084]) 
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In regards to claim 21 , Ellis discloses that the first receiver displays a search 
screen information transmitted by the second transmitter to thereby facilitate search 
requests for the first receiver. See figures 9a, 9b and [0078]. 

In regards to claim 22, Ellis discloses the first receiver includes storage for 
storing a history of unique information received and a system for transferring that 
history upon request (i.e. periodic polling by the server). See [0107], [0108], [0125]. 

In regards to claim 23, Ellis discloses that the unique information includes 
program guide information about contents of the programs. See [0039]. 

In regards to claim 24, Ellis discloses that the request from the search 
requesting device and the transmission of the second transmitter are conducted 
through a telephone line (i.e. user equipment comprises modem to connect to the 
program guide server over the Internet). See [0046], [0047], [0051], [0058]. 

In regards to claim 25, Ellis discloses that the request from the search 
requesting device and the transmission of the second transmitter are conducted 
through a communication network. See [0046], [0047]. 

In regards to claim 26, Ellis' system comprises an accounting system for 
collecting charge information payable based upon the searching requested (i.e. a 
search query can be for a pay per view programming, therefore in order for a user to 
view the pay per view program, a payment must be collected from the user). See 
[0107]. 

In regards to claim 27, Ellis' system further comprises a trend information 
collecting system for collecting viewer trend information based upon the search 
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requests (i.e. viewer history is collected to make future recommendations, therefore 
viewer trend is analyzed for making such recommendations). See [0010], [01 11], 

In regards to claim 28, Ellis discloses a search system comprising: 
A plurality of transmitting apparatuses (12), each having a transmitter for transmitting 
unique information (program guide data) in relation to contents of a program through 
a channel for exclusive use thereof (see figure 1 , [0006], [0037]), 
A receiving apparatus including a first receiver (22) for receiving the unique 
information dependent upon contents of the programs transmitted, and a search 
requesting device (user input device 40) for requesting a search on the unique 
information transmitted through a channel other than that predetermined channel 
(see [0046], [0047]); and 
A search apparatus including 

A second receiver for receiving the unique information (17}; 

A storage (56) for storing all station electronic program guide information of 
the programs and channels and for storing service guide information about data 
broadcasting services for the channels; see [0039], [0044], [0045]. 

A connection to enable retrieval of information of data from a data 
broadcasting service (the television distribution facility 17 broadcasts data, therefore 
is a data broadcasting service and further comprises connection to processing circuit 
and storage device for retrieval of information); 

A searching system (54) for searching the storage upon receiving a request 
for a search from the receiving apparatus, and a sending device for sending the 
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content retrieved in response to the search request, such content including 
information from the data broadcasting service. See [0046], [0084]. 

In regards to claim 29, Ellis discloses a search apparatus (17) for receiving 
transmissions from a plurality of transmitters (12), each transmitting unique 
information about contents of a program through a channel associated with that 
transmitter, and for accepting a search request from a receiving apparatus (see 
[0046]) comprising: 

A receiver (17) for receiving the unique information about the contents of the 
programs transmitted through the channels; 

Storage (56) for storing electronic program guide information and service 
guide information of all of the plurality of transmitters, see [0039], [0044], [0045]; 

A connection to enable retrieval of information from a data broadcasting 
service (the television distribution facility 17 broadcasts data, therefore is a data 
broadcasting service and further comprises connection to processing circuit and 
storage device for retrieval of information); 

A search system (54) for searching the unique information stored in the 
storage receipt of a search request (see [0046] and [0084]); and 

A transmitter for transmitting content retrieved in response to the search 
request to the receiving apparatus, such content including information from the data 
broadcasting service (i.e. comprises circuitry for transmitting information to user 
equipments over communications network. See [0046], [0084]). See [0046], [0084]. 

Conclusion 
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4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a), 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final 
action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usha Raman whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7380. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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